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October 23, 2020 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 
 

 
Principal’s Notes 
 
It has been a wonderful week of learning at Cole School!  As I walked through the building, I saw our students 
engaged and focused on their learning.  Teachers have been able to effectively plan for and utilize the two and a 
half hours with the smaller groups of students to build their skills with very few interruptions and/or transitions. 
Reading stamina is growing, writing is improving, and math thinking is being shared. 
 
As you know, Norwell is in the “yellow” this week on the COVID map.  We’ve only had one positive case here at 
Cole School.  Let’s continue to work together as a community to wear masks, wash our hands often, and maintain 
social distancing to keep our numbers down.  We want to extend our thanks and appreciation to all of you for 
doing your part in completing the COVID pass on a daily basis, keeping your children home if they are 
experiencing any symptoms, and reaching out to the school if you have any questions about symptoms or specific 
situations. 
 
We ask that students remain in cars in the drop off loop until you hear the school bell ring.  This will help us 
ensure social distancing since there are no adults to supervise the area until the bell rings. 
 
The overwhelming consensus from the teachers is that the Parent/Teacher Conferences went very well. Virtual 
meetings allowed one or both parents/guardians to attend more easily. Some students were able to join the 
conferences as well. Teachers were able to share student progress thus far and worked with families to set goals 
for the rest of the first trimester. Thank you for partnering with us to make the most of the virtual conferences! 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
On Friday, October 30th we’re going to have Wacky and Weird Day!  On Wacky and Weird Day, most anything 
goes - wild colors, crazy hair, mismatched clothing items, backwards shirts, one shoe and one sneaker - how 
wacky and wild can your child dress?  Let’s find out on Friday, October 30th! 
 
The virtual Bus Meetings were well attended this past Monday.  Mrs. Benner, Mrs. Walsh, and Dr. Ciolkosz were 
able to review bus expectations. 

● Students must wear masks at all times on the bus 
● Students must stay in their assigned seats  
● There is no standing unless entering/exiting the bus 
● Reminder- bus windows are partially open for fresh air ventilation- please dress for the weather!  (hats, 

jackets, rain gear)  

If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Food Services:  
October’s Lunch Menu click here    

 
Nurse’s Notes 
 
Please continue to send recent physicals and flu shot documentation in for your child. If your student is a 
Kindergartener or Fourth and Fifth grader it is especially important. Due to the spring COVID-19 shut down, I was 
unable to get the state mandated fourth grade physicals. In an effort to recover, if your student is in 5th or 4th 
grade, please send in the most recent physical form. If you have an upcoming appointment already scheduled, 
please wait and send in that form.  
 
If you took your student somewhere to get their flu shot, please make sure the form you send in has their name, 
date of birth and the date they received their flu shot. Any time after August 1st and before December 31st is 
required this year. If you have a religious exemption, please find the form on my website under immunization 
requirements. You can print that up, fill it out and send it in. If there is a Medical Exemption, please forward the 
letter from the physician. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call.  

 
Have a healthy, restful weekend. 
Beth MacDougall RN 
elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
(781) 659-8823 prompt #3 
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Library Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Checkout: 
Print library books can be requested electronically (by holding a book in Destiny) and are available in classrooms 
on Tuesdays. Each student will start with only one book per week. For parents who would like to assist their 
students at home, there are instructions about usernames and passwords and a quick screencast tutorial in yellow 
folders in each library class Schoology folder. Please note that Destiny allows a maximum of 2 holds per student 
total, which can only be deleted by Ms. McGarry, so select holds judiciously.  
 
Introducing Sora! 
Brand new to our elementary schools this year, we are starting to implement Sora, an e-book reading app for 
schools. Sora is the elementary/middle school version of Overdrive, the public library app to deliver e-books for 
checkout. I am introducing Sora to students in grades 2-5 this week. 
 
Birthday Books: 
If our student selected a birthday book in the spring (either in person or virtually), these books are being delivered 
to classrooms this week. Thank you all for your support of our school library! If you submitted a birthday book form 
recently (or if you submitted a form in spring but your student did not yet select a book), I am working on these 
forms and will be presenting a way to virtually choose birthday books for these students soon. 
 
Cole School Book Challenge: 
I am developing the book list for the 2020-21 Book Challenge now, with the assistance of our new collection of 
Sora e-books. For now, students can continue the “summer free for all” and continue to read any chapter book 
and have it count towards the challenge. To record your books until the new list comes out, the book tracker is 
here: https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7868 
 
If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at 
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
 
Student Government 
 
Cole School’s Student Government is coming back, but virtually! Students in grades K-5 received a packet this 
week with information on how and when to run for a position as a class representative, and a permission slip if 
they choose to enter the race.  
 
This is designed as a fun, educational, leadership and service experience and all students have a role to play, 
whether they are elected or not. There will be one representative elected by their classmates from each full class 
in grades 1-5, and kindergarten can elect one rep each from the AM and PM sessions (since they do not know 
each other as a whole class yet!) 
 
Please watch this video with your student if they are considering running! 
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A few things: 
 

- If your child was a class representative last year, please consider giving others a chance by not running 
this year- and thank them for their hard work! 

- All Student Government meetings will be held via Google Meet, once per month on a Wednesday- not 
during class time. 

- If you have any questions, please reach out to anne.walsh@norwellschools.org or 
maura.reilly@norwellschools.org  
 

Counselor’s Corner 
 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month, so your child will be taking part in Lesson 
1- Recognizing Bullying, through our Second Step Bullying Prevention curriculum. Lesson 
1 should be accessed in your child’s Schoology in the “SEL Grade ___” course, and 
kindergarten/remote families can get the link from their teachers. If you want more bullying 
prevention activities and info, check out new comics each week in October featuring 
Captain Compassion  from Second Step.  → 
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh will continue on Mondays (except holidays). Classes 
are open to K-5 students of all abilities. If your child cannot access my Schoology pages 
(remote and K students), just email me if you’d like the Meet access codes: anne.walsh@norwellschools.org.  
 
AM Yoga Class is from 11-11:30; PM Yoga Class is from 2-2:30. Have your child sign in as close to the start time 
as possible (too early and I won’t be there, too late and I may have already started teaching and won’t see them 
trying to enter).  
 
Please make sure your student is following these steps in order to join: 

1. Have your student sign in to their school Google account with their Norwell credentials. **Make sure no 
one else is logged into Google on that device, otherwise your student will not be able to join** 

2. If your student is a hybrid student in grades 1-5, have them get the link and access code through my 
Schoology page, titled “SEL Grade __.”  

3. If not, have your student go to meet.google.com at either 11 am or 2 pm on Mondays, and enter the correct 
code  
 

Resource of the Week-  Positive Thoughts worksheet. Try this out together to reframe common worry thoughts 
with a growth mindset. https://media.centervention.com/pdf/Positive-Thoughts-Worksheet.pdf 
 
Take care! 
Dr. Leah Ciolkosz (School Psychologist) and Mrs. Anne Walsh (School Counselor) 
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org and anne.walsh@norwellschools.org 
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Community News 

Newsletter Notice for Pre School 2021-2022 
 
Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2021-2022 Preschool Lottery.              
The Preschools, located at Cole & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 and 4 year olds both with and                    
without disabilities. Community preschoolers serve as peer models for students with disabilities, these students              
should be toilet trained and display developmentally appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and               
play skills. Space is limited. We expect fees to be approximately 2,475/year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week                   
and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 4 afternoons/week). This fee may increase next year. A student who enters                   
the program as a community student is entitled to remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web                   
site www.norwellschools.org and click on Student Services/Early Childhood Education/Preschool Lottery to submit            
a registration form. The registration period is through 1/25/2021. The lottery will be held January 26, 2021. 

NORWELL RECREATION AND GGLEAGUES RETURN WITH NEW E-SPORTS PROGRAMS IN FALL 2020! 
Norwell Recreation and GGLeagues are offering recreational E-Sports programs in: 
ROCKET LEAGUE 3v3 
ROCKET LEAGUE 1v1 
MADDEN 20 (NEW!) 
FIFA 20 (NEW!) 
 
Intermediate and Beginner Divisions are available for all games. The Norwell Recreation Department is a member                
of the Massachusetts Recreational E-Sports League. Norwell Recreation participants will compete against other             
teams and participants from communities such as Lexington, Haverhill, and Dover Recreation Departments. The              
next session begins play on Saturday 11/7/20. Rocket League 1v1 matches are played at 1pm. and Rocket                 
League 3v3, Madden 20 and FIFA 20 matches are played at 2pm.  
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY 10/28/20. 
Madden 20 and FIFA 20 are played on the Playstation platform only. Participants must own the game and have                   
Playstation Live access.  Rocket League is played on PC, Playstation, Xbox and Nintendo Switch platforms only. 
 
ALL REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT IS DIRECTLY THRU:  www.ggleagues.com/organization/city-of-norwell. 
Ages: All Ages 
Dates/Times: Saturday 11/7/20-12/12/20 (No Matches on 11/28/20), Championship Playoffs on Saturday 12/12/20 
Registration Fee:  $10.00 per participant 
 
Technical Requirements: 
Participant must own game on required platform 
Participant must have online access pass for their console to play others online 
Participant must have WIFI or LAN/Ethernet Cable Internet access 
One teammate must have access to DISCORD, a communication platform used to communicate with GGLeagues               
and other teams on game day.  This is a free application online and moderated by GGLeagues staff. 
 
GGLeagues aims to create a positive gaming environment for everyone involved. Because of this GGLeagues               
has a strict “No Toxicity Policy.” 
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